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American military expedition- He got out of it, though., was
acquitted on a charge of violating the neutrality laws, and the
first thing anybody knew he had accepted an invitation from
a Nicaraguan revolutionist to whip an expedition of soldiers-
of-fortune into shape and join in the fighting. They made him
Commander-in-Chief and Walker and his men put it over !3>
How the old gentleman's pale eyes glistened as he reviewed
these days of his early youth !
Yes. The clippings were before me. They had been care-
fully cut out of papers and dated in purple ink. It was im-
possible to tell what papers they were, but there was one dated
18 May 1856 announcing that the United States recognized the
new Nicaraguan regiment whose Commander-in-Chief wa$
none other than William Walker. Then there was one dated
July of that year which announced that Walker had inaugurated
himself President of the Republic ! Then came a bundle
of clippings quoting Walker's policy of uniting the Central
American Republics into a military empire, of building an
inter-oceanic canal and of reintroducing an African slavery
into his country in order to develop agriculture. And finally,
announcements of the United States recognizing his
Presidency.
Is it true that Walker's dream contemplated the eventual
annexation of the United States ? Or did his megalomania go
that far? Who knows?
" That is a question that no historian has ever been able to
answer.** Major Burke chose his words with meticulous care
as he lovingly examined the ash of his cigar. " I know how
he must have felt having such statements imputed to him.**
The old, faded blue eyes gazed at me sadly from beneath
silver brows. " I too was the victim of vicious but unfounded
rumours that caused me to be banished from my native land/*
; " But it wasn't impossible that he had such a wild dream in
mitidj was it ? ** I put the question hurriedly, having detected
a quaver of emotion in the old gent's voice* .
After allj Napoleon had ideas equally macj which he Pretty
&^ly realized. And Walker did go a loog way before he got
faj&k didn't lie ? **